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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

In response to applicant's amendment received 9/22/05, all requested changes 
have been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

The 1 12 rejection from the previous office action has been overcame with the 
amendments made and are withdrawn. A new rejection has been made. Please see 
the detailed rejection below. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

I. Claims 1, 2, 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Akiba et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,559,967). 



Regarding claims 1 and 5, Akiba discloses an image processing apparatus 
comprising: 
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an image data processing section for executing at least one image processing 
operation with respect to digital image data (Fig. 2, item 4); and 
a condition setting section comprising (Fig. 5) 

a set-up subsection for automatically setting initial values for image processing 
conditions for the at least one image processing operation (Fig. 1, item 170 - note that 
in Fig. 5, there are initial or default values for copier as seen), and 

a set value changing subsection (Fig. 5, item 626) for selecting a plurality of changed 
values for image processing conditions for the at least one image processing 
operation from among plural levels or plural combinations which are of typically 
preset image processing conditions for the at least one image processing operation 
(column 7 t line 66-67), and changing the initial values for of said image processing 
conditions into the changed values for the said selected plurality of image processing 
conditions, (column 7, lines 66 - column 8, line 9). 

Claim 5 has the additional feature of an output apparatus. The copier of Akiba is 
an output apparatus. 

Regarding claims 2 and 6, Akiba discloses said at least one image processing 
operation includes any one of a sharpness processing operation, a gradation 
processing operation, a density processing operation, a color processing operation, a 
shielding-print processing operation, a partial correction processing operation, a 
logogram/character- synthesizing process operation, and an edging process operation; 
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(Fig. 13 shows the screen that comes up when one presses key 626 in Fig. 5 for the 
operation mode. Fig. 13 discloses sharpness correction) and 

said image processing conditions include conditions selected from at least 
one of the group consisting of execution/no execution, strong/weak, and deep/light of 
one image processing operation. (One can simply hit the close button in Fig. 13 for the 
processing to not occur or can hit the cancel button to cancel selected operations such 
as the ones selected in Fig. 15-26) 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

II. Claims 3, 4 and 7-1 1 are rejected under 35 U.S.G. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Akiba et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,559,967) and in view of Usami et al (U.S. Patent No. 
6,785,814). 

Regarding claims 3 and 7, the Akiba et al reference discloses methods for the 
copying of digital image data. 

It does not explicitly disclose "an embedding section for embedding said changed 
values of said plurality of image processing conditions into output image data which 
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has been processed based on said changed values of said plurality of image processing 
conditions." 

However, Usami discloses in column 18, lines 51-65 how various information can 
be embedded into the image data. 

Akiba and Usami are combinable because both are in the art embedding 
information in image data. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have included a method for embedding print conditions in image 
data. 

The motivation would have been to allow a machine or user to tell what kind of 
processing a certain image has been through. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Akiba and Usami to obtain the 
invention as specified. 

Regarding claims 4. and 8, the Akiba et al reference discloses methods for the 
copying of digital image data. 

It does not explicitly disclose "an image processing condition coding section for 
encoding said plurality of image processing conditions in batch mode; and wherein 

said image data processing section performs said at least one image 
processing operation based on coded information which said plurality of image 
processing conditions is coded in the batch mode." 
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However, Usami discloses in column 18, lines 51-65 how various information can 
be embedded into the image data. In column 19, lines 7-15, discloses how the 
information is used in printing an image. 

Akiba and Usami are combinable because both are in the art embedding 
information in image data. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have included a method for embedding print conditions in image 
data and to use the information to print an image. 

The motivation would have been to allow a machine or user to tell what kind of 
processing is needed. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Akiba and Usami to obtain the 
invention as specified. 

Regarding claim 9 , the Akiba et al reference discloses methods for the copying 
of digital image data. Usami discloses the use of database. 

They do not explicitly disclose "a database which registers there into both a film 
identification number and image processing conditions with respect to an image 
photographed on a photographic film corresponding to said film identification number. " 

However, Usami discloses in column 16, lines 45-61 the use of a search 
information Kn for finding images. 

Akiba and Usami are combinable because both are in the art embedding 
information in image data. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have included a method for identifying images in a database 

The motivation would have been to allow a user to retrieve the proper image for 
printing. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Akiba and Usami to obtain the 
invention as specified. 

Regarding claim 1 0, the Akiba et al reference discloses methods for the copying 
of digital image data. Usami discloses the use of database. 

They do not explicitly disclose " wherein said database is to further register 
information related to a customer in connection with the image processing conditions 
as to a printing order of said customer. " 

However, Usami discloses in column 19, lines 7-28 that customer processing 
conditions can be embedded into the images and, as mentioned before, the images are 
stored in a database. 

Akiba and Usami are combinable because both are in the art embedding 
information in image data. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have included a method for relating customer conditions to an 
image. 

The motivation would have been to allow users to properly process their own 
images. 
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Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Akiba and Usami to obtain the 
invention as specified. 

Regarding claim 1 1 , the Akiba et al reference discloses methods for the copying 
of digital image data. Usami discloses the use of a plurality of database. 

They do not explicitly disclose "wherein said database is connected to a plurality 
of other databases via a communication network, whereby the image processing 
conditions related to said customer, which is saved in said other databases, can be 
utilized based on the information related to said customer. 

However, Usami discloses in column 19, lines 7-28 that customer processing 
conditions can be embedded into the images and, as mentioned before, the images are 
stored in a database. 

Akiba and Usami are combinable because both are in the art embedding 
information in image data. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have included a method for relating customer conditions to an 
image. 

The motivation would have been to allow users to properly process their own 
images. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Akiba and Usami to obtain the 
invention as specified. 
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II. Claims 12-16 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Akiba et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,559,967) in view of Suzuki (U.S. Patent No. 6,072,916) 
and further in view of Usami et al (U.S. Patent No. 6,785,814). 

Regarding claim 12, Akiba discloses an image processing apparatus for 
performing at least one image processing operation with respect to digital image data, 
said image processing apparatus comprising: 

a data processing section; (Fig. 2, item 4) 

It does not explicitly disclose : 
"a Log converter; 
a prescan memory; 

a fine scan memory, wherein the data processing section and the Log converter 
are operatively connected to the prescan memory and the fine scan memory; 

a prescan data processing section, wherein the prescan data processing section 
is operatively connected to the prescan memory; 

an image processing condition coding subsection for encoding the image 
processing conditions in batch mode in response to customized requests from a 
customer," 

However, Suzuki discloses in column 4, lines 18-19 the idea of log conversion 
using a LUT 34. Suzuki discloses in column 5, lines 19-27 the use of prescan and fine 
scanning and memories for storing the information obtained. See also Fig. 1 for how all 
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the parts are connected. The idea of the batch mode has been addressed in claims 4 
and 8 above. 

Akiba and Suzuki are combinable because both are in the art of obtaining 
scanned data for printing. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have used a prescan and fine scan memories. 

The motivation would have been to allow efficient processing of scanned image 

data. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Akiba and Suzuki to obtain the 
invention as specified. 

Akiba further discloses a condition setting section, wherein said condition 
setting section comprises: 

a set-up subsection for automatically setting initial values for image processing 
conditions for the at least one image processing operation, (Fig. 1, item 170 - note 
that in Fig. 5, there are initial or default values for copier as seen), 

a set value changing subsection (Fig. 5, item 626) for selecting a plurality of new 
image processing conditions for the at least one image processing operation from 
among plural levels or plural combinations of typically preset image processing 
conditions for the at least one image processing operation (column 7, line 66-67), and 
changing the initial values for image processing conditions into changed values for the 
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selected plurality of new image processing conditions; (column 7, lines 66 - column 8, 
line 9) and 

a fine scan data processing section, wherein the changed values from the set 
value changing subsection are sent to the fine scan data processing section for 
executing the at least one image processing operation. (Fig. 2, item 170) 

Claim 1 3 has the additional feature of an output apparatus. The copier of Akiba 
is an output apparatus. 

Regarding claim 14, Akiba discloses a method for creating a photoprint with a 
digital photoprinter, which comprises: 

inputting an image to an image input apparatus; (column 5, lines 46-49) 

outputting digital image data corresponding to the image from the image input 
apparatus to an image processing apparatus; (column 5, lines 46-49) 

performing at least one image processing operation (Fig. 13) with respect to the 
digital image data with the image processing apparatus, wherein the performing of 
the at least one image processing operation apparatus further comprises, 
automatically setting initial values for image processing conditions for the at least one 
image processing operation with a set-up subsection of the image processing 
apparatus, (Fig. 1 , item 1 70 - note that in Fig. 5, there are initial or default values for 
copier as seen) 
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It does not explicitly disclose "encoding the image processing conditions in batch 
mode in response to customized requests from a customer with an image processing 
condition coding subsection of the image processing apparatus, 

However, Usami discloses in column 18, lines 51-65 how various information can 
be embedded into the image data. In column 19, lines 7-15, discloses how the 
information is used in printing an image. 

Akiba and Usami are combinable because both are in the art embedding 
information in image data. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time of the invention to have included a method for embedding print conditions in image 
data and to use the information to print an image. 

The motivation would have been to allow a machine or user to tell what kind of 
processing is needed. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to combine Akiba and Usami to obtain the 
invention as specified. 

Akiba further discloses selecting a plurality of new image processing conditions 
for the at least one image processing operation from among plural levels or plural 
combinations of typically preset image processing conditions for the at least one image 
processing operation, (column 7, line 66-67) and 
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changing the initial values for image processing conditions into changed values 
for the selected plurality of new image processing conditions with a set value changing 
subsection of the image processing apparatus, (column 7, lines 66 - column 8, line 9). 

Regarding claim 15, Akiba discloses further comprising sending the changed 
values from the set value changing subsection to a fine scan data processing section 
for executing the at least one image processing operation. (Fig. 2, item 170) 

Regarding claim 16, Akiba discloses further comprising outputting image data 
output from the fine scan data processing section to an image output apparatus. (Fig. 2 
discloses a printer) 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Yixing Qin whose telephone number is (571)272-7381. 
The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 9:30-6:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Twyler Lamb can be reached on (571 )272-7406. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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